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T
his chapter presents the development challenge of political 

and criminal violence. The eff ects can be devastating. Violence 

kills and displaces people, destroys human and physical capi-

tal, stunts growth, and all too often spills across borders. More than 

1.5 billion people live in countries aff ected by fragility, violence, or 

confl ict. A child living in a confl ict-aff ected or fragile developing 

country is twice as likely to be undernourished as a child living in 

another developing country and nearly three times as likely to be out 

of school. No low-income fragile or confl ict-aff ected state has yet 

achieved a single Millennium Development Goal (MDG). There is 

hope, however. Countries that have managed to reduce violence 

have also produced some of the fastest development gains.


